REVIEWS. 


TrAITE DE MEDECINE OPERATOIRE ET DE THERAPECT1QUE CHIR- 

urgicale. Public sous la direction de Paul Berger, professeur 
h la Faculty de mddecine, chirurgien de l’hfipital Nccker, ct 
Henri Hartmann, professeur ugrdgd h la Faculty, membre de 
la socidtd de chirurgien de l’hfipital Lariboisiere. Cbirurgie du 
systkme nerveux, crnne et encdphale-rachis et moelle-nerfs. Par 
Georges Marion, professeur agrdgd it la Facultd de mddecine 
de Paris, chirurgien des hospitaux. Avec 320 figures dans le 
texte. Paris: G. Steinheil, editeur, 1905. 

This volume, winch is one of a series on “ operative medicine 
and therapeutical surgery,” published under the direction of Berger 
and Hartmann, is consecrated to the surgical treatment of affec¬ 
tions of the skull, spine, brain, spinal cord, and nerves. In the first 
section one finds a collection of the various methods of craniocere¬ 
bral topography; the technique of the different operations upon the 
cranium and brain, including the intracerebral injections of anti¬ 
toxin and the operative procedures concerning the ventricnls and 
subarachnoid space; and a series of chapters in which are con¬ 
sidered the indications for, and the details of, the divers procedures 
used in the treatment of traumatisms, inflammations, new-growtbs, 
and finally miscellaneous affections—viz., epilepsy, microcephalus, 
hydrocephalus, spontaneous intracranial hemorrhages, and enceph- 
nlocele. The second part comprises a section on spinomedullary 
topography; the technique of laminectomy, lumbar puncture, and 
epidural injection, and a study of the different affections for which 
these procedures are indicated. In this section are also considered 
the treatment of acute osteomyelitis of the vertebra and Pott’s dis¬ 
ease. In the third part are first discussed affections of the nerves for 
which operation may be necessary, and finally the technique of the 
various operations. 

The whole surgery of the nervous system seems to be completely 
covered in a satisfactory manner. 

Particularly complete among the chapters on technique are those 
concerning the methods for effecting entrance into the cranium and 
those detailing the methods of search for the various nerves, espe¬ 
cially the trigeminal and the sympathetic. Although a large num¬ 
ber of methods are given, the author clearly indicates the one he 
favors, together with his reasons. 
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We believe that the chapter on depressed fractures of the skull 
should be a little more radical, and that on fractures of the spine 
a great deal more radical. The indications for operation should be 
more sharply drawn in “enciphalociUs" according to whether the 
tumor contains cerebrospinal fluid alone or brain tissue. In the 
presence of a divided spinal cord the author advises that it may be 
sutured, although nothing will come of it Suspension of a chloro- 
formized child for the reduction of gibbosity by traction and 
moderate compression is advised. Primary suture of the severed 
nerves is not recommended, unless the ends are easily found, the 
author preferring to wait until healing of the wound in the soft parts 
has taken place, because of the more favorable results of secondary 
suture. In the treatment of facial neuralgia, prolonged medical 
treatment, especially with opium and antipyrin, is counselled before 
resorting to operation. 

The illustrations, for the most part original, are numerous and 
clear. The text shows a vast amount of research in which the 
labors of the American surgeon have not been overlooked. The 
work will be of great value to the surgeon who, although daily 
invading the abdomen, has necessarily a very limited experience in 
most of the affections which the author has so admirably studied. 
It is the physician, however, who, even to a greater degree, needs 
to read a book of this sort in order to sufficiently appreciate the 
resources of the surgety of the nervous system. F. T. S. 


Morphology and Anthropology. A Handbook for Students. 
By W. L. Duckworth, M.A., Fellow of Jesus College, Cam¬ 
bridge University Lecturer in Physical Anthropology; Corre- 
spondant Etranger de la Society d’Anthropologie de Paris. Cam¬ 
bridge: at the University Press, and the Macmillan Company, 
New York, 1904. 

This handbook is one of the Cambridge Biological series under 
the general editorship of Arthur Shipley, M.A., F.R.S. It covers 
most of the original work done on this subject by the author, and is 
well illustrated by drawings and diagrams taken largely from his 
dissections of the anthropoid apes and aboriginal natives of Aus¬ 
tralia. 

The opening chapter contains a brief but comprehensive his¬ 
torical review of the labors of Dr. Edward Tyson, Buffon, Lamarck, 
Blumenback, Camper, Darwin, Huxley, Broch, Tylor and others. 
The work contains chapters on mammalia in general and suborders 
of the primates—their anatomy, general and special, including 
dentition and embryology, anatomical variations, comparative 



